
Protestors march to the Camanile and hold a die-in while
a few people blockade themselves at the top of the
building.
1980 January   Several days before President carter
announces a return to registration for the draft, almost
100 people sat down around a US Marine recruiting table
on Sproul Plaza. After the announcement, about 2000
people rallied on Sproul Plaza against registration.  Later
that year, when the university put asphalt over the free
parking lot at People’s Park to turn it into a Feww parking
lot, students and others occupy the ground and began to
rip up the pavement. After a week of confrontations
between students and police, the university let the issue
drop and the pavement was used to build the garden at
the west end of the park.

Early 1981  1500 attend a symposium on El Salvador,
which leads to a 5000 strong march the next day protesting
US intervention in El Salvador.
1981   Students voted on referendums on several UC
campuses opposing UC involvement in nuclear weapons
labs.
1982   1475 people are arrested in blockades of the
Livermore lab, which are run by the University of California
and are a major nuclear weapons research and design
facility.
1982 Spring   The Berkeley Feminist Alliance collects
hundreds of signatures on petitions demanding the
administration take steps to prevent rape on campus. The
ASUC senate later passes a bill mirroring the demands of
the petition.

1983 Spring   Four Chicano students are attacked and
beaten by members of the Beta Theta Pi fraternity.
Hundreds of students march in protest and occupy
California Hall forcing the university to withdraw
recognition of the frat. A week after this struggle, over 100
students and community members were arrested in a
blockade of California hall, again over the issue of nuclear
weapons involvement by UC.
1983 April 24   After repeated student strikes, demonstra-
tions and sit-ins at California Hall, the administration
agrees to hold a regents’ forum on apartheid. 50 percent
of classes are boycotted and 7,500 jammed Harmon Gym
for the forum.
1983 Spring   CAA and UPC achieve a tenuous alliance
to set up a shantytown together in front of California Hall.

   Long before Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring made public the
environmental catastrophe of pesticides, a committed
group of scientists from the University of California and the
USDA were successfully researching alternatives to the
widely used poisons. The International Center for Biologi-
cal Control, a UC Berkeley agricultural research and
extension program along with the Department of Biological
Control are credited with saving the state of California
millions of dollars even before the sixties rolled around and
for decades after. But the Center no longer exists and the
University has largely stopped this type of research in favor
of a more high tech, highly privatized and corporate
funded line of research: biotechnology. And as a sign of the
times, as well as a major lack of vision, the University plans
to develop these research fields, called the Gill Tract, into a
series of baseball fields and a commercial mini-mall.
   In developing the Gill Tract, the University is
destroying much more than the fields of a research
station; it is destroying the last large agricultural
tract in the Bay Area and the future of a successful
student education and demonstration farm. The Gill
Tract, located on the corner of Marin and San Pablo,
is seven acres of cultivated fields and three acres of
green-houses. During the winter migrating birds
stop over and during the summer the sun scorches
plowed fields and a small pear orchard.  At differ-
ent points during the past ten years the land has
supported an urban farm, employing at-risk youth,
and provided food for local non-profits and com-
munity members. Currently, UCB faculty members
use the Gill Tract for agricultural-related research. It
is one of the only places for students to study
sustainable agriculture. Though the city has en-
croached all around, the Gill Tract remains, a farm

in the city, a rare linkage to the agricultural roots of the Bay
Area and the legacy of responsible research from the
University of California.

   As the University moves forward with its develop-
ment plans, Urban Roots, a student and community

coalition, is proposing that the Gill Tract be pre-
served as an agricultural education center where
Bay Area residents, school groups, and UC
students can learn about a healthy and just
agriculture for a food secure Bay Area. But the
University has rejected this proposal stating that

preserving the farm is not in the interest of the
University. Sadly, it seems that neither are the welfare of
students and community members in the interest of the
University.
   Over the next two years, the University will be developing their
plans for a vision-less development, and it is up to the students,
faculty, and community members to ensure that the Gill Tract
stays a farm. But the Bay Area has no use for a conventional farm
or a research farm devoted to biotech research. We need an
Agricultural Education Center, we need an outdoor living
classroom and library, we need a safe and healthy space for all of
us, young and old to learn about our food in a green and open
space, we need public resources for the public good, and we’re
going to need to work together. For the next two years, let’s build
a farm that this University will never be able to bulldoze.
For more information please go to:  www.gilltract.com

WWWWWelcome to the Gill Telcome to the Gill Telcome to the Gill Telcome to the Gill Telcome to the Gill Tractractractractract


